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The latest issue of the Carolina Chronicle covers a lot of ground— 
literally, in the case of the Off-Campus Dissertation Fellows we feature in these pages. Through 

generous donors, The Graduate School provides resources that allow graduate students to pursue 

new knowledge in locations throughout the world. Read about them, and other ambitious stu-

dents whose research is making a difference right here in North Carolina.

This issue also showcases other ways of sharing knowledge where it’s needed. For example, mem-

bers of the Royster Society of Fellows are providing one-on-one mentoring to undergraduates 

who are thinking about pursuing a graduate degree. Four members of the Graduate Education 

Advancement Board are also members of the University’s Board of Visitors, and they share their 

perspectives on “giving back” in meaningful ways.

We hope you enjoy our print publication, and please visit us online for interesting videos about 

people doing work that matters. Two Carolina faculty members demonstrate that the mentoring 

bond can span decades. The new Royster Distinguished Professor talks about the enduring value 

of teaching. And a graduate student in psychology tells us how you really can present a strong 

dissertation in three minutes.

We have much to share with you and we’re pleased to highlight the many ways graduate students, 

and the people who support their efforts, are making a difference in our world. We hope you enjoy 

your Carolina Chronicle.

“I’ve always been  

interested in reaching across  

interdisciplinary  

boundaries.” 

”[Theory] is like underwear: 

Everyone should have it,  

but it shouldn’t show.” 

“I knew it was going  

to be hard, but it was  

harder than I thought.” 

“The recent financial crisis  

has called into question  

whether homeownership  

provides financial security.” 
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And the survey says…

“To have a sharp graduate  

student ready to work,  

motivated and skilled,  

was very helpful.” 
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IMPACT

Desinia Miller 
Toxicology

Dennis Tarasi 
Environment and Ecology

Invasive Shrubs and Forest Management 

Native to other regions of the world, invasive plants can disrupt 

the ecology of natural areas where they are introduced. To deter-

mine the effects of these invasive shrubs on the state’s forests, doc-

toral student Dennis Tarasi sampled forested plant communities 

in North Carolina with 

varying levels of autumn 

olive or Chinese privet 

dominance. His findings 

showed that the dom-

inance of these shrubs 

correlated with significant 

changes in the forests, 

including the overall loss 

of native species and a sig-

nificant decline in young 

trees. Chinese privet “invasions” corresponded to greater native 

species loss and structural changes than those by autumn olive. 

Does Ozone Contribute to Diabetes? 

North Carolina has made major progress in reducing the forma-

tion of the air pollutant ozone. Some counties, though, still exceed 

current air pollution standards. Ground level ozone has been 

extensively studied for its harmful effects on the lungs and recently 

has been suggested as a contributor to diabetes. Doctoral student 

Desinia Miller examined if and how ozone exposure may change 

metabolism and contribute to 

insulin resistance, which can lead 

to type 2 diabetes. Overall, Miller 

and colleagues showed for the 

first time that air pollutants can 

produce several metabolic effects 

throughout the body by activating 

a stress response pathway that can 

hinder insulin production.

2   CAROLINA CHRONICLE  2016

“The incidence of diabetes has been 

rising in the U.S., and especially in North 

Carolina. Her research will have paramount 

impact on identifying the contribution of 

environment in growing crises of diabetes, 

obesity and cardiovascular disease.”  

—adviser Urmila Kodavanti, Ph.D.

“Dennis is providing comprehensive and 

compelling evidence as to the impacts of exotic 

plant species and the pattern of these impacts 

across the Carolina landscape. This is work that 

advances our conceptual framework regarding 

the impacts of invasive species and, in addition, 

helps inform managers as to where and how to 

focus their efforts to control invasive exotics.”  

—adviser Robert Peet, Ph.D.

Read about all 17 recipients at gradsch ool.unc.edu/impact2016

The Graduate School recognizes STUD ENT CONTRIBUTIONS to North Carolina



Protecting Students from Bullying 

Forty-three percent of middle school students and 19 percent of 

N.C. high school students have been bullied in school, accord-

ing to 2013 Youth Risk 

Behavior Survey data. 

Will Hall, Ph.D., focused 

on the implementation of 

the state’s School Violence 

Prevention Act. His find-

ings indicated that edu-

cator training about the 

policy in general and related to the eight protected student pop-

ulations was largely not carried out. Reporting, investigating and 

remediating bullying behavior were highest for bullying based on 

race and then disability, and lowest for bullying based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity. Responses indicated greater imple-

mentation in high schools than in elementary schools.

3-D Printing and Patient Comfort 

Current medical practices require diabetics to painfully inject 

themselves with medicine daily. A sticker-like microneedle patch 

uses needles so small that they 

painlessly deliver medication 

into the skin. Manufacturing 

hurdles exist—yet an emerging 

3-D printing technique called 

Continuous Liquid Interface 

Production, or CLIP, has been 

used to manufacture micronee-

dles 400 times faster than current techniques with improved 

control over shape. Doctoral student Ashley Johnson tested and 

performed troubleshooting of early CLIP printers in collaboration 

with the startup company Carbon3D to improve the printing of 

parts at a very small scale. Johnson’s efforts are contributing to a 

technology with tremendous potential to improve patient comfort. 

Will Hall 
Social Work

IMPACT
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Ashley Johnson 
Biomedical Engineering

AWARDS

“His findings from teachers and administrators 

across North Carolina demonstrate that 

implementation as intended is rare and that 

many teachers are not fully informed on who 

should be protected by the law and how to 

protect them.” —adviser Mimi Chapman, Ph.D.

“Ashley collaborated with my startup company 

Carbon3D, providing key insights for biomedical 

engineering applications and demonstrating the 

ability of this new approach to 3-D printing to 

have a resolution 10 times better than traditional 

technologies.” —adviser Joseph DeSimone, Ph.D.

Read about all 17 recipients at gradsch ool.unc.edu/impact2016

The Graduate School recognizes STUD ENT CONTRIBUTIONS to North Carolina



The Carolina Graduate Student 
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55%  

Use of RESOURCES

The  
Graduate School  

and  
The Graduate  

Student Center

45%  41%  33%  28%  17%  

University  
Career  

Services

Odum Institute  
for Research  

in  
Social Science

Graduate 
Funding 

Information 
Center

The 
Writing 
Center

Center 
for Faculty  
Excellence

PAYING for School
Top three sources of financial support $MASTER’S

#1 Personal savings 

#2 Loans 

#3 Personal earnings 
during school

DOCTORAL

#1 Research  
assistantship

#2 Teaching  
assistantship 

#3 Fellowship or  
scholarship

EXPERIENCE
The Graduate School’s EXIT SURVEY lets graduating students 

reflect on their time at Carolina, and identifies points of pride 

and room for improvement. The response rate is 97 PERCENT.

OVERALL  
Graduate Experience  
Percentage of respondents rating quality  
excellent, very good or good 

CURRICULUM      91%

LIBRARIES       96%

MENTORSHIP      79%

PROGRAM       90%

TEACHING       89%

97%

Room for IMPROVEMENT

Opportunities  
to collaborate 

across  
disciplines

Assistance  
in finding  

employment

Financial  
support

Explore: gradschool.unc.edu/about/data/exit
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$
What happens when graduate students have the opportunity to extend their re-

search beyond the confines of locally accessible campus resources? The Graduate School’s 

Off-Campus Dissertation Fellowship provides just that opportunity to doctoral students 

at UNC-Chapel Hill. This competitive fellowship enables Carolina graduate students to 

conduct research across the globe: in the field, in libraries or archives far from the Chapel 

Hill campus. As a result, they can conduct research of the highest quality that makes sig-

nificant contributions to new knowledge within their disciplines and around the world. 

Most doctoral students commonly support themselves through teaching and 

research assistantships during their degree programs. Non-service fellowships—such as 

the Off-Campus Dissertation Fellowship—offer doctoral students a means of supporting 

themselves while away from these standard sources of financial support. For more than 

50 years, generous gifts from dedicated donors have enabled ambitious doctoral students 

to have the opportunity to pursue their unique research interests no matter where that 

pursuit may take them. The map above illustrates where in the world the Off-Campus 

Dissertation Fellowship has taken doctoral students during the past five years. The work 

of three recent fellowship recipients is highlighted on the following pages.

Privately funded Off-Campus Dissertation Fellowships enable  
graduate students to pursue new knowledge across the globe

by Lauren Haller

“I hope the university can continue 

to offer opportunities like this to 

graduate students in the future.” 

                             —Stephanie Gaskill

Wherever 

THEIR  RESEARCH TAKES  THEM

The Off-Campus Dissertation Fellowship 
is open to doctoral students in all grad-
uate degree programs. Students are 
nominated by their departments and 
selected through a competitive review 
process. The award is for one academic 
semester and includes:
– Tuition and fees
– A living stipend 
– Health insurance



Stephanie Gaskill, Religious Studies 

INTERESTING FIND

A state senator actually directly referenced moral 

rehabilitation in a bill he sponsored, and an 

instructor at Angola’s seminary brought the bill to 

him. Such direct connections between moral reha-

bilitation and legislative action were unexpected. 

GREATEST CHALLENGE

Finding time to interview busy state senators and 

representatives at length in the heart of legislative 

season. 

MOST REWARDING

Spending time really getting to know the people 

being interviewed. The face-to-face interviews were 

much more personal and productive than phone 

interviews would have been.

RESEARCH SITE

Rural communities and health-care centers 
throughout northern and central regions of 
Ghana 

Health facility birth assisted by a skilled birth 

attendant is considered one of the most import-

ant means of preventing maternal deaths. Leslie 

Cofie interviewed women and health providers in 

rural areas of Ghana to understand how pregnant 

women ultimately decide whether or not to use  

health-care services in delivery. 

PERSONAL INTEREST

A desire to work with underserved populations in 

global health research, and engage in applicable 

and translational research. Cofie was also born 

and grew up in Accra, the capital of Ghana, before 

moving to the United States.  

Leslie Cofie, Health Behavior 

“I truly appreciate the 

opportunities the Off-

Campus Dissertation 

Fellowship offered 

me. Being able to live 

in Louisiana continu-

ously for six months 

allowed me to get 

a real sense of how 

religion and race 

intertwine in criminal 

justice reform efforts 

at the state level.”

RESEARCH SITE

Louisiana State Penitentiary 

The Louisiana State Penitentiary (Angola Prison) 

is a former slave plantation currently renowned 

for faith-based “moral rehabilitation.” Stephanie 

Gaskill interviewed formerly incarcerated people, 

prison ministry volunteers, state legislators, judges 

and prisoners’ family members to determine the 

role religion and race play in state-level criminal 

justice reform within and outside Angola’s walls.

PERSONAL INTEREST

Curiosity about the role religion has played in mass 

incarceration, fueled by Jerma Jackson’s course 

on African-American history, and reading Heather 

Thompson’s Why Mass Incarceration Matters.
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Since fall 2011, fellows have conducted research in 42 locations around the globe.

Recent Recipients

Photo by W
U

STL Photos/Sid H
astings

Argentina
Belguim
Belize

Cambodia
Canada
Chile

China
Cuba
Ecuador

France
Galápagos
Gambia

Germany
Ghana
Greece

Bolivia
Brazil
Burkina Faso

Haiti
Honduras
Hungary



INTERESTING FIND

Women whose social networks were able to mobi-

lize resources to get them to a health facility during 

labor were more likely to give birth in health facil-

ities. Community engagement efforts have been 

effective in improving access to health services and 

encouraging women to use these facilities. 

GREATEST CHALLENGE

Language barriers aside, conducting research in 

a developing country and experiencing what it 

really means to be in remote parts of the world. 

This meant sometimes not having access to simple 

things that are taken for granted, such as electricity 

and clean drinking water.

MOST REWARDING

The ability to place findings in their proper con-

texts, be there in person, design the research and 

see it through from beginning to end. 

INTERESTING FIND

The most exciting finds came from Paramount 

Pictures production files. Paramount kept excellent 

records, including anything from script drafts to 

studio correspondence to film budgets. Bombola 

even found lists of moviegoers’ comments from 

three sneak previews, a rare find even in film 

archives. These comments illuminate negative 

responses to what moviegoers felt was World War II 

propaganda in the films. 

GREATEST CHALLENGE

Driving in Los Angeles traffic every day to and from 

the archives! 

MOST REWARDING

Being able to spend time with the materials to 

gain a comprehensive perspective, even within the 

constraints of the archives’ hours of operations and 

no-photo policy. 

Leslie Cofie, Health Behavior Gina Bombola, Musicology

“Being off campus, 

going abroad and 

doing this research 

really affirmed my 

goals of wanting to 

be a global health 

worker. This is some-

thing most public 

health researchers 

dream of, and I feel 

very fortunate to have  

that opportunity.”

RESEARCH SITE

The Cinematic Arts Library at the University 
of Southern California and Margaret Herrick 
Library

Gina Bombola dove into the archives at the USC 

Cinematic Arts Library to look at unpublished 

studio documents—including scripts, studio pro-

duction files and publicity materials—to examine 

how Hollywood’s approach to making and market-

ing operatic musical films reshaped the American 

public’s perception of operatic culture. Bombola 

explored issues such as gender, ethnicity, class and 

music appreciation during a period of 20 years. 

PERSONAL INTEREST

A lifelong fascination with classic Hollywood 

cinema and interest in women’s history, socially 

engaged music and film studies.   

“You never know 

how much material 

might be held in the 

archives before visit-

ing. I found a wealth 

of material that I 

would love to discuss, 

but simply don’t have  

room for in my 

dissertation!”
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Recent Recipients
Photo provided by Leslie Cofie

Korea
Malawi
Mexico

Norway
Peru
Puerto Rico

Russia
South Africa
Spain

Sri Lanka
Sweden
Switzerland

Tanzania
Thailand
Turkey

United Kingdom
United States (26 states)

Uruguay

India
Israel
Italy



Laurie Graham knows what it means 

to give back to UNC-Chapel Hill. A 

member of The Graduate School’s Royster 

Society of Fellows, Graham leads the 

Royster Advanced Mentoring Program 

(RAMP). She also personally mentors 

undergraduate student Caroline Bartlett.

“As someone who mentored under-

graduate students in my professional 

career and who has received mentorship as 

both an undergraduate and graduate stu-

dent at UNC, I know the incredible impact 

mentors can have on the lives and trajecto-

ries of their mentees,” says Graham, a doc-

toral student in the School of Social Work.

RAMP is now in its fifth year. This 

year, 43 Royster Fellows, members of The 

Graduate School’s select fellowship pro-

gram, have been paired with 62 Carolina 

Covenant Scholars, undergraduates from 

low-income backgrounds who have been 

admitted to Carolina and 

have the opportunity to 

graduate debt-free.

The mentorship pairs 

met officially at the pro-

gram orientation orga-

nized by Graham and 

members of the RAMP 

leadership team. In 

addition to supporting 

Covenant Scholars who are exploring the 

idea of graduate school, this program 

helps Royster Fellows develop interper-

sonal and mentoring skills as they support  

                           their mentees.

“Had I not found mentors along the 

way, I know I would not be where I am 

today,” says Graham. “Prior to working 

with mentors who encouraged me to con-

sider graduate school options, I had no 

conception of what graduate school could 

provide or how my skill set may map onto 

the different routes I could take with grad-

uate education.

“Through RAMP, we hope to provide 

undergraduates with guidance, support 

and resources to help them learn more 

about what graduate education can offer 

and decide if pursuing graduate school 

feels like a good fit.”

RAMP mentors also seek to demystify 

the graduate school application process, 

help provide a window into what it is 

like to be a graduate student and inform 

undergraduates about the wide array of 

advanced degree options.

Bartlett says the pro-

gram has been a blessing 

to her. “As an undergrad-

uate, you face many big 

decisions, and honestly, 

the future looms over 

you sometimes. However, 

the Royster program 

has allowed me to be 

mentored by someone who’s been in the 

exact same place and made the hard deci-

sions that I face. It is really comforting to 

get Laurie’s advice, and I have definitely 

gained so much from her experience and 

knowledge!” 

“…the Royster program  

has allowed me to be  

mentored by someone 

who’s been in the exact 

same place and made  

the hard decisions  

that I face.” 

Caroline Bartlett, left, enjoys a conversation  
with her mentor, Laurie Graham.

roysterfellows.unc.edu

MENTORING FROM THE START

Royster Fellows help undergraduates  

navigate advanced degree options 

by Sophia Noor Kiser
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Penny Aldrich
Suzanne Buchta
Donald Buckley
Ivy Carroll
Debashish Chatterjee
Lana Dial
Harold Glass
Jean Grainger
Michael Harpold

Frances Hoch
Paul Hoch
Charles Holmes
Linda Dykstra Hylander
Verla Insko
Ross Johnson
Blair Kutrow
Howard Lee
David Lewis

Graduate Education Advancement Board Members

The GRADUATE EDUCATION ADVANCEMENT BOARD (GEAB) champions graduate  

students at UNC-Chapel Hill. Members believe in the importance of graduate education at 

Carolina and share their perspectives on issues as diverse as advocacy for student needs and 

forward-thinking professional development. They also provide direct financial support for 

Graduate School initiatives such as the GEAB Impact Awards (honoring graduate student 

research of direct benefit to North Carolina) and Summer Research Fellowships (providing 

crucial support for students in academic areas where summer support is limited).

Pictured above are members of the GEAB:  

(front row, left to right) Howard Lee, Fran Meyer, 

Jean Grainger, Fran Hoch, Burnet Tucker and Linda 

Dykstra Hylander; and (back row, left to right) 

Andrew McMillan Jr., Paul Hoch, Lana Dial, Ross 

Johnson, Carol Smithwick, Charles Holmes, Blair 

Kutrow, Don Buckley, Ken Smith and Priscilla Taylor.
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Graduate School Dean Steve Matson presents 

the 2015 Dean’s Award for Significant 

Contributions to Graduate Education 

to Fran Hoch. This award, given at the 

annual Graduate Student Recognition 

Celebration, goes to an individual who has 

made significant and lasting contributions 

to graduate education at Carolina. Hoch 

received her master’s degree and doctorate 

in Romance languages from UNC-Chapel Hill. 

She is a longtime member and former chair 

of the Graduate Education Advancement 

Board and former member of the University’s 

Board of Visitors. Matson said Hoch is “a 

strong advocate for graduate students and 

for the ways The Graduate School can most 

powerfully respond to their academic needs.”

Susan Lord
Andrew McMillan Jr.
David McNelis
Francis Meyer
Philip Nelson
Laurie Sanford
Drusilla Scott
Kenneth Smith
Carol Smithwick

Thomas Sox
Priscilla Taylor
Burnet Tucker
Beth Whitaker

GEAB Members Emeritus 
Timothy Crowder
Lyle Jones
Peace Sullivan
Charles Weiss

Photo by Kristin Prelip
p



Make a difference: gradschool.unc.edu/give

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Dean’s Club  $1,000 or more

David F. and  
Catherine H. Edwards

David John Farrar

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Seymour Fisher

Robert Gordon Folger

Harold E. and Holly Glass

Anonymous

Lindsay Hirschfeld Guzowski

Michael A. and Peggy Harpold

Ricki Tigert Helfer

Frances S. Hoch and  
Paul F. Hoch Jr.

Linda Dykstra Hylander and 
William Hylander

M. Ross and  
Charlotte M. Johnson

Daniel Kennedy

George Ellis Kerrick

Blair Hawkins Kutrow

Saul and Sharon Levy

David L. and Linda Lewis

Janice S. and Mark Linaugh

Anonymous

Elba Cuan Lu

Georges Lurcy Charitable and 
Educational Trust

Centennial Club $500–$999

Michael S. and  
Cynthia N. Kostelansky

Robert E. and  
Geraldine S. Laport 

Pamela Knox Lattimore

Robert A. and Jennifer L. Lerch

Peter Carl Litwinowicz

Richard B. and Linda C. Lupton

Francis J. and Patti Meyer

A.E. Keir and  
Marguerite Bou-Raad Nash

Ann Nathan

Helen Willard Neubauer

Gabriel K. and Lessie M. Tanson

H. Braughn Taylor Jr.

P. Kay Wagoner and  
Kenneth N. May Jr.

Krista Merritt Welder

Kenneth A. and  
Cheryl P. Williams 

Friends $100–$499

Howard E. and Penny Aldrich 

Betty Gurkin Beacham

Suzanne Buchta

Donald S. and Alvene W. Buckley

John Moore Bullard

Matthew Jay Burbank

F. Ivy Carroll

Debashish and Aparna Chatterjee

Heng Chu and Ming-Ju Huang

Eloise Elizabeth Clark

Estate of James B. Cook Jr.

Sam Spach Dalton

Connie Clare Eble

David Voss Bjelajac

John F. and Rosa T. Boschen

Myrna L. Bower

Roberta Gordon Carlisle

David R. and Martha C. Coffield

James E. Cutting and  
Claudia Lazzaro

Anonymous

Lisa G. Davis and  
Silas W. Davis Jr.

Mair Jones deVoursney

Lana Theresea Dial

Barbara Tennant Gray

Verla C. and Chester A. Insko

Konrad H. and  
Hannelore L. Jarausch

Richard Kenneth Johnson

O. Maurice Joy

Michael Francis Keady Jr.

Jennifer C. Adam

Michael D. Aitken and  
Betsy B. Rudolph

Anne Scorza Ambrose

Beulah Kramer Amsterdam

Jean Merritt Armstrong

Charles Mercer Atkinson

Bernard David Balas

Devin G.  and Tina Searcy Barrett

Laura R. Stroupe and  
William S. Barrier

Bruce Barry

Eddie C. and Joan Bass

Frederick Christian Bauer

Elizabeth Becker Bauman

Lisa Cummings Baxter

Lynn Philip Beaulieu

McNair and Laura Bell

Victor E. Bell Jr. and Jane M. 
Bell Family Foundation

Victor E. Bell III and  
Mary Grady Koonce Bell

Gwynedd Smith Benders

Bruce A. and  Suzeanne B. Benet

Edward H. Bertram III and 
Nancy C. Bertram

Elizabeth A. Bezera and  
David R. Lent

Edoardo Stanley Biagioni

Sharon Kay Bischofshausen

Jay Allan Black

Kathleen Quick Blaine

Terry Michael Blount

Piotr Szymon Bobkowski

Robert Lee Boggs Jr.

Mehdi and Parvin Z. Boroujerdi

Sandra Taylor Bowden

Susan Woodson Bowen

J. Wesley and Theonia K. Boyd

Thomas F. and Alma F. Braaten

The Graduate School    HONOR ROLL OF GIVING  
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Fiscal Years 2015 and 2016 as of 02.04.16

Steven W. and Martha B. Matson

Matthew Dolan McKearn

R. Andrew McMillan Jr. and 
Kathrine R. McMillan

Xinming Mu and NingLing Jiang

Florence Bullock Ragan Family 
Foundation

Mrs. Thomas Royster

Drusilla Lea Scott

Norman and Rose S. Shamberg 
Foundation

Kenneth Gaines Smith

Roy Elmer Smith

Edward L. Smithwick Jr. and 
Carol B. Smithwick

Thomas Everett Sox Jr.

Martha Jane Stucker

Vaida Diller Thompson

Judith M. Thorn and  
Kevin F. Satisky

Burnet Carlisle Tucker

Ernest Valente Jr.

N. Darlene Walker

Rodney Robert Walters

Charles M. Weiss

Bradford A. and  
Christina N. Williams

Cristina J. and Luke A. Zannoni

Carolyn Rhea Brandt

Thomas Robert Breen

Frank Keith Brown

Susan Gayle Brumfield

Judith Oslack Buchanan

James Edward Bullock

William L. and Mary O. Bynum

Georgia Brewer Campion

David Clay Cansler

Krista K. Casey and  
Charles B. Casey Jr.

Marjorie M. and Roy E. Cashion

Robert James Chasteen

J. Paul Cheek Jr.

Hong Yup and Sandralin H. Chi

Nazrul and Tammy Chowdhury

Marcia Judith Citron

T. Barrier Clendenin Jr. and 
Margaret M. Clendenin

Elinor A. Convery and  
Vincent J. Convery Jr.

Four members of the Graduate Education Advancement Board (GEAB) provide their  
perspectives on graduate education as members of the University’s Board of Visitors

KENNETH SMITH: Serving as a Resource 

Kenneth Smith received his M.B.A from 
Harvard University and his bachelor’s degree 
in economics from UNC-Chapel Hill, where 
he was a Morehead Scholar. He was also a 
Fulbright Scholar, traveling to Malaysia as a 
part of his scholarship. He brings his interna-
tional perspective, business acumen and Tar 
Heel spirit to the GEAB and Board of Visitors. 
He speaks of the uniqueness of Carolina as 
a melting pot that combines many academic 
interests, mixed with an integrity and intellec-
tual passion rarely seen at other universities. 

His desire for the GEAB is for the Board to be 
a resource for graduate students—all in an 
effort to help graduate students navigate the 
next step in their careers. Smith is managing 
director of Park Street Capital, LLC. He enjoys 
interacting with students and giving back to 
the school that began his illustrious academic 
career. Smith provides support for GEAB Impact 
Awards and Summer Research Fellowships, 
including creating two fellowships in 2015. 
Smith is pictured with Andrew Roberts, who 
received a 2015 GEAB Impact Award.
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Thank You!

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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George J. and Joan W. Galasso

Joyce M. Gallimore

Ying Gao and Wentao Wu

Janet K. Gauss

Herbert Paul Ginsburg

Mrudulla Gnanadesikan

Howard Randall Good

Jon B. Goodstein

Bettye B. Grady and  
Edmund L. Grady Jr.

John Vincent Gray

Gay Linda Gullickson

Samuel Cole Guy

Serena Nicole Hackerott

Walter and Teressa Hackerott

Russell Jon Hall

Paul Brian Hamilton

Heidi Anne Harkins

James Willard Harr

Mark R. and  
Patricia J. Walter Harrington

Christopher Martin Hawke

John K. and Charlotte S. Hawley

Ye He

Kathleen P. Hickey

Robert W. Higgins Jr. and  
JoAnn Higgins

James A. and  Jo Ann H. Hill

Rebecca Tatum Hilstad

Sandra H. Hoeflich

John Thomas Hogan

Adam Lloyd Holland

Jun Huan and Ke Liu

Christine J. and Joel Huber

Charles G. Humble and  
Victoria A. Freeman

Satoshi and Carolyn T. Ito

Judith McNease James

Margaret May Jenkins

James Joseph Jetter

Rodney Vaughn Jones

Jan Jelmert Jorgensen

Freya Kamel

Wooseong Kang

Hong Ke

Luke John Keele

Daniel C. and Courtney W. Keeler

William B. and  
Claudia L. Kennedy

Patricia F. and Jon R. Kettenring

William M. Kier and  
Kathleen K. Smith

Abraham Leon Kierszenbaum

Robert Tabor Kimzey Jr.

Dennis F. and Lynn T. Kinch

Marjorie Schreiber Kinsey

Peter Thomas Kissinger

Robert John Klein

Gary G. and Carolyn J. Koch

Mary G. Burnette Koonce

E. Robert and Jean E. LaCrosse

Louis C. LaMotte Jr. and  
Lila J. LaMotte

Peter S. and Susan B. Landstrom

Catherine Grollman Lauritsen

Sarah Elizabeth Leak

Ji-Hyun Lee

Leping Li and Zheng Fan

Herman Sigfred Lilja

Karen Bulla Lincoln

Garnett W. Link Jr. and  
Marilyn F. Link

Norman Matthew Lippman

Susan Dianne Little

Zhimei Liu and Linfeng Xu

Nick Locantore

Elizabeth Hughes Locke

Karen E. Long and  
Arlon K. Kemple

Malinda Maynor Lowery

Janet H. and Thomas A. Lowry

Joseph Arthur MacDonald

David Michael Mahoney

Deborah A. and Emil E. Malizia

Peter A. and Bonnie Marks

Albert E. and Mildred R. Martin

Dan Anderson Martin

James Richardson Mattocks Jr.

Carla Mazzini

James Hubert McCaskill II

David R. and Allison H. McClay

Karen A. and E. Gary McDougal

James Holt McGavran Jr.

John P. McGowan and  
Jane M. Danielewicz

Edward Vaughn McIntyre

Mary S. and John F. McKenna

James John McKeon

Mary Grant McMullen

William Arthur McNeil

Douglas Joseph McRae

Anita Pasler Merims

Kathryn Lynn Milam

George W. Miller Jr. and  
Eula H. Miller

Julia Sanders Miller

Andrew Paul Mills

K. Wayne and Frances F. Mixon

James Dominic Moran

George E. Morgan III and 
Donna V. Morgan

Barbara Janette Morris

Charles E. Mosher Jr. and  
Pamela St. John

Gary W. and Anne Murphy

K. Darwin and Joyce V. Murrell

Paul D. and Linda A. Naylor

Philip F. and Georgia Y. Nelson

Shu Wen Ng and  
Marc A. Jeuland

Fletcher Burton Nichols Jr.

Don Carl Niehus

Martha A. O’Brien

Dennis W. and Lynette A. Organ

Oliver Hamilton Orr Jr.

David Sidney Painter

John G. and Helen N. Parker

Joseph Mayon Parker

Michael G. Parker and  
Linda M. Prager

Roy G. Pattishall and  
Elizabeth O. Gatling

James L. Peacock III and  
Florence F. Peacock

Thomas S. and Susan Pearson

Barbara B. and Lee G. Pedersen

Jo Mathis Pinner

Janice L. and  
Gordon W. Plumblee

Thomas C. Pollard and  
M. Brooke Lamson

Ted A. Ponko and  
Jane W. Blackburn

Robin D. and Anne Porter

David Jay Portman

Xiang Qin

John Marvin Rawls Jr.

Stefan and Nicole B. Reinartz

Jae-Ryang R. and Won-Kyu Rhim

John Rockland Rhodes

Alison Jeanne Rieber

Jack C. and Susan Robertson

Fred C. and Helen W. Robinson

Irene Antoinette Robling

Roy David Rocklin

Graciela Rosenberg

Alton G. and Frances T. Ross

Donald Clare Ross

Nancy Reynolds Routh

David S. and JoAnn Rubin

Kenneth Edward Russell

William K. Scarborough

Robert Alan Schreiber

Edward B. and  
Barbara R. Scruggs

Frederick H. Sheehan Jr. and 
Viola W. Sheehan

Brian James Shelburne

Yu Shen

Edgar Waddell Shields Jr.

Rebecca A. Shirk and  
Neal R. Gliksman

Ella Eugenia Shore

James Potts Sifford Jr.

Karen A. Sindelar and  
Douglas B. Schiff

Marcus G. and  
Marilyn M. Singleton

Edward B. and Penny R. Sisson

Friends cont.           

Fairley B. and Daniel L. Cook

James Bryan Cook Jr.

Phyllis E. Coram and  
Thomas Ehardt

Max Gilliland Cotten

Donna L. Cragle and  
Barry R. Fernandez

Richard D. and  
Patricia B. Courtright

Candis Boyer Coxe

Sally Turner Dalton

E. Dale Davis

Thomas Fitzgerald Davis Jr.

Thomas Webster Davis

Michael William Decker

Joseph Della Rocca

Mary Anne Thompson Delphry

Ann Dempsey

Rosalyn Post Doggett

Kathleen Wells Dotts

Elizabeth Muller Dougherty

P. Bruce Duncan

Michael James Dziamba

H. Shelton Earp III and  
Jo Anne L. Earp

Alexandra Susan Elias

Kathryn W. and  
Peter A. Enchelmayer

James Peter Ericksen

Janice Perry Evans

Yingling Fan

Zhihua Fan and Feng Luo

Paul J. Feldblum and  
Mary T. Boatwright

W. Osborne Fields Jr.

Beth Louise Fineberg

Lucia T. Fischer Pap

Jack D. and Martha H. Fleer

David B. Flora and Julia Spaniol

Henry Jackson Fowler Jr.

Monte Lee Franke

Jean Fyfe Franzoso

Michael F. and  
Andrea C. Frosolono

Sandra Gail Funk

DEBU CHATTERJEE: Making Authentic Connections

Debu Chatterjee is the founder and CEO of 
DxContinuum, a California-based start-up 
company. He says he brings the perspective of 
an entrepreneur, of a West Coast alumnus from 
the high-tech center of the country, and of an 
immigrant who is now a naturalized citizen. 
Chatterjee, who received his master’s degree in 
computer science from Carolina, says graduate 
students need a way to connect to professionals 
“so they can make their work and education 
relevant to the progress that has been made 
in the outside world.” Chatterjee remembers 
his own formative experiences as a graduate 
student at Carolina. “When I first received the 
brochure, the way it described the department, 

the offerings, the faculty, the mission and the 
University, and then what I realized and experi-
enced when I came—there were no differences. 
It was so authentic. Carolina and its community 
is truly what it aspires to be, and the principle 
of being authentic has supported me really well 
through my evolving journey as I established my 
roots in my adopted country.” Chatterjee and his 
wife, Aparna, give generously to The Graduate 
School’s Summer Research Fellowships. “That 
we could help graduate students in some small 
way at this point in their lives is something we 
cherish,” he says. Chatterjee is pictured with 
Matthew Harkey, recipient of the 2015 T.N. 
Chatterjee Summer Research Fellowship.
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Judy Jo Small

Alan James Smith

Deborah H. Smith and  
Ronald B. Keefe

Henry Michael Smith

Jordan M. Smith

Leitha Gentry Smith

Robert Alan Smith

Jane McIntosh Snyder

Sarah Jane Somers

Fallaw B. and Wanda Sowell

Gregory Vincent Spaniolo

Friends cont.           

Ann P. and Roger S. Waldon

Ke Wang and Ye Cai

J.H. Vernon and Donna L. Watts

Richard Paul Weaver

Taylor Catherine Webb

Elizabeth Lemkau Wheeler

Beth Elise Whitaker

Ronald Erwin White

William Haute Wiatt

Stanton Daily Wilhelm

Charles Henry Witten

Margaret Witten

George Kenneth Wolfskill

Maria-Vina Drossinos Wood

Susan Buck Wood

William Arthur Wood

Benjamin Chu-Ming and  
Marisa Shuchuan-Ting Wu

Bryan C. Yoder and  
Sunita Sayeram

Rosemary A. and G. Smedes York 

Derrick C. Tabor and  
Mary G. Robinson

Michael Andrew Tarselli

John A. and Martha R. Taylor

Sandra Jean Temple

Elizabeth Cover Teviotdale

Leanna C.B. Tolson

Samuel A. Truitt Jr. and  
Sandra R. Truitt

Irene Melvin Vandiviere

William D. and Jane Van Hoven

David Lester Venezky
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Barbara Jean Speck

Mary Lowrance Stagg

Bruce B. Stewart and  
Andra B. Jurist

Barbara J. and James G. Still

Daniel S. and Jeannette J. Stokols

Karen L. Stone and  
David W. Schulz

Frederick Scott Stover

Terry Sherrill Stutts

Howard J. and Michele S. Sumka

Daniel and Ruth Sun

Supporters Up to $99

Frances Lachman Abrams

Fred L. Adair and  
Joan G. Sprigle-Adair

Scott William Allen

Roger A. and Jennifer Anderson

Sarah L. and Phill W. Anderson

Christine Anton

Ronnie Due Arnold

Robert Edward Bacchus III

Matthew Bradley Baker

Carol Price Banks

Benjamin Franklin Barefoot

William Shellem Barkley Sr.

Dee Ann Chase Batten

Robert and Gail Beaver

Ashley Beecham

Bruce C. and Cathy E. Bennard

Robert A. and  
Christine S. Berndt

Danny G. and Teresa M. Berrier

Sara Steele Black

Rosa W. and Daniel Bobia

Mark Lawrence Bradley

Ernest Jackson Branscomb Jr.

Alan Jay Brew

Jimmy Lewis Brock

Ralph Kenton Brown

Robin Seaton Brown

Lynne Ballenger Bryan

E.C. Burleson Jr.

David Stuart Butts

Larry D. and Corrinne W. Byrd

Alan Spencer Cameron

John B. Cameron Jr. and  
Abby S. Van Voorhees

Linda Sue Anne Carmichael

Keith Alan Carson

E. Beale Carter Jr.

L. Douglas Case

Grace I.L. Caskie

Deborah Mialik Cates

Carolyn Shore Chandler

Bipasa Chattopadhyay

Mary Elizabeth Basile Chopas

Sara Evelyn Smith Clark

John Clay Clausz

Audrey Vought Clifton

Gerry F. and Pamela F. Cohen

Betty Reedy Cole

Linda S. and Barry D. Collins

Michael D. and  
Sue Ann W. Crane

Diana B. and Tony D. Dagenhart

Bruce Harold Dahlquist

Paula A. Dale and  
Martin O. Warner

N.M. Davidian

Larry Michael Davis

Marcia von Thaden Davis

C. Edward Dawson Jr. and  
Adelle S. Dawson

Estate of Henry Hursell Dearman

Mary Laird Dixon

Susan P. and David Drachsler

Jerry Lee Drake

Jerry Lee Draper

Joshua M. Drucker and  
Kristin E. Martin

Peter Byerly Eby

Jane Moretz Edmisten

Neil C. Evans Jr. and Anne P. Evans

Virginia Ann Faust

Joel S. Feigin and Severine Neff

Thomas A. and Ann B. Ferretti

James Wainscott Fleming

Cynthia Garrard Forehand

Maurice Keith Foushee

Richard M. Frazer Jr.

Virginia S. and  
David H. Friedlein

Jack H. and Susanne Gakstatter

Gakstatter Family Trust

Candace Cummins Gauthier

Lixin Chen and Qingyuan Ge

Raghuvir B. and Carolyn J. Gelot

Elizabeth Gerrald Gibson

Linda Maria Gigante

Terry S. and Sue G. Giles

James E. and Martha M. Gill

Owen W. Gilman Jr. and  
Mary Gilman

Alice Jane Godfrey

Colleen Wack Gousios

Jonathan S. and Karen C. Green

Genora Harris Greene

Ethel Marie Griffith

Alberto Grignolo

E. Henry and Nancy Guevara

Anonymous

John R. and Suzanne Guzek

William R. and  
Pamela C. Hackleman

Thomas Waring Hardy

Mildred Stockwell Harris

Ted O. Harrison and  
Linda J. Spackman

Denis Omar Hazam

David L. and Joyce M. Heck

Joyce Williams Hensley

Velma Smithwick Hickman

Rebecca Sims Holdway

Margaret C. and  
Gerald E. Holmberg

Arthur C. Hood Jr. and  
Kitty M. Hood

David and Caroline Irvin

Marilyn Little Johnson

Nancy R. and  
Norman M. Johnson

Calvin N. and Christa S. Jones

Deborah Lore Jones

David S. Jung

Amanda M. Keller

Thomas Joseph Kelly Jr.

Richard Matthew Kern

Kunio D. and Emiko Kikuchi

Philip F. and Nancy F. Kukura

Carol Howell Lacy

Katherine Ann Lamb

Michele Frucht Levy

Suzanne Allison Levy-Rudolph

John G. Lewis Jr. and  
Linda L. Lewis

Frances Estes Likis

Sarah E. Lillie

Nicola J.H. Lo Cascio and  
Joseph A. Lo Cascio III

Nancy Cohen Locher

Jerry Alan Lohla

Kathryn Wood Long

Jane A. Love

Flora E-shen Lu

A-Lien Lu Lu-Chang

Lewis H. Margolis and  
Linda Frankel

ANDREW MCMILLAN: Giving Back Across the Board

As an alumnus of Carolina (bachelor’s degree 
in chemistry), Andrew McMillan has always 
wanted to give back to the University by 
becoming more actively involved. In his own 
words: “The GEAB is unique to UNC and serves 
as a terrific portal to bring in an ‘outside the 
university’ perspective on issues pertaining to 
graduate education at Carolina. While I hold 
an undergraduate degree from Carolina, I did 
my graduate work elsewhere. [He received his 
doctorate from Emory University.] I bring an 
outsider’s perspective to the GEAB; however, I 
am a Tar Heel through and through.” McMillan, 

chief operating officer for Jefferson Distributing 
Company, says he enjoys meeting students and 
hearing their inspirational stories. “Carolina 
continues to excel with the quality and caliber 
of both faculty and students. I am thrilled to 
be involved with the GEAB, Board of Visitors 
and the Department of Chemistry as a way to 
give back to my alma mater and the institution 
that enabled me to succeed in so many ways, 
both personally and professionally.” McMillan 
and his wife, Kathrine, support the Summer 
Research Fellowships, the GEAB Impact Award 
and the Graduate School Special Fund.

Photo by Kristin Prelip
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C. Vernon and  
Rebecca L.C. Marlin

Nancy M. and Barclay Martin

Betty Henson Masket

Julian D. Mason Jr. and  
Elsie M. Mason

M. Timothy and  
Katherine C. McAdams

Gail Groome McCullough

Ellen Winnie McLaughlin

William Bruce McMillan Jr.

Julia Thomas McNamee

Gail Garrison McNeill

John Edmund McQueen Jr.

Jerri J. and Laurence J. Meisner

Janet and James A. Mercer-Smith

James A. and Kelly A.F. Mergy

Elizabeth Margaret Miller

Robert W. and Doris B. Miller

Hugh Harrison Mills

Bradford Layton Moore

Edward Russell Morawetz Jr.

William Moss

William Transou Moye

Olive Crudup Murrie

Lynn S. Neal

Polly Newton

Elizabeth Shipp Nott

Parker B. Nutting Jr. and  
Phyllis M. Nutting

Abayomi I. and Vanessa D. Owei

Benjamin Edward Owen

James Pachares

James Forrest Padgett

Constanza Pallini-Tipton

Reed N. Palmer

Alice K. and Sang O. Park

B. Frederick Partin Jr.

Sara Perdew

Nancy C. and William C. Peters

Billy James Phillips

Leigh Ann Gilliam Poland

Louise Beasley Pollans

Bradford C. and  
Sabrina N. Powell

LeShawndra Nyrae Price

Stewart B. and Forrest W. Priddy

Barbara Alison Prillaman

Earcel G. and Loretta Proctor

Wilma Emma Proffit

Dascheil D. and Mary F. Propes

Raymond L. and  
Kathleen M. Puffer

Jennifer Anderson Purvis

Donald J. Raleigh

Virginia Cifers Reed

David A. and  
Sharon B. Richardson

Judy Sue Richardson

Kimberly Monisha Richburg

Gene Arden Riddle

Dawn O. and  
Richard T. Risinger

Sharon D. Robinson

Vincent F. Rockel Jr. and  
Jane B. Rockel

Sergio and Laly A. Rodriguez

Mark Jamison Rosch

John Benjamin Rouzie Jr.

Kimberly Marie Russell

Karen Lee Rust

Venice Poulos Sakell

J. Lee Sammons

Mary Mann Sappenfield

Jason Scott Scibek

Libero and  
Sharon G. Scinicariello

Edgar Franklin Seagle

Jane R. and Donald R. Seawell

Laurian Seeber

Richard Steven Senzel

Mariam Shamszad

Marjorie M. and  
Henry I. Shanoski

April H. and Scott E. Shauf

Hsin-Pei Shih and Yu-Chen Yeh

Harold Bundick Shill III

Marietta T. and Stuart E. Shlien

Miriam K. and  
Lawrence M. Slifkin

Mary Edgerton Sloat

Jack Randolph Smith

W. Calvin and Merilyn J. Smith

Christine Ekvall Sohl

Jane Arnold Spanel

James Kenan Spell

Mary Manor Standifer

James Robert Stanfield

Maxine S. and Alan J. Stern

Cheryl Sanders Stone

Linwood Stone

Terri E. Strug

Wanda I. Strychalski

Trust of Martha Stucker

Susan Rebecca Sylvester

Michael Edward Tager

Alexander W. and Lura C. Teass

Stephen G. Tell and  
Rosemary E. Hoban

Stanley B. and Freda C. Thawley

Dixie Lee Thompson

Robert Sullivan Tinkler

Sidney Shmuel Tokayer

Russell Eugene Tranbarger

Thomas E. and Judy W. Truitt

L. Heath and Jane S. Tuttle

Rachell M. Underhill and  
Bayard M. Atwood IV

Steven Michael Valone

Cecelia R. Valrie

Marian Raidl Van Nierop

Richard B. Vaughan III and 
Patricia L. Vaughan

Kristine Marie Wadosky

Elaine Susan Walker

Susan Elizabeth Wallace

Robena Lee Weaver-Egemonye

Loretta Edge Wells

Holly Pearl Welstein

Karen Koster White

Raymond Anthony Wiesen

Hessie Severt Williams

Ann McLeod Williams

Dorothy Williford Wilson

Roy Garrett Winslow

Melvin Ray Witcher Jr.

Robert Turner Wood

Paul R. and Lesa S. Worsham

James Franklin Wyatt

Rosalind Cooper Wyman

Chengfeng Zhao and  
Xiaohong Qiu

Zhi Zhong and Pei-Feng Deng

John Edmund Ziolkowski
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Supporters cont.           

Dozens of friends, colleagues and family members 

filled the Carolina Inn’s Hill Ballroom on October 

23, 2015, to honor retiring Graduate School director 

of development Mary Anne Larson. She joined the 

University in 1998. During the University’s Carolina First 

Campaign, Larson provided critical leadership to The 

Graduate School in raising $19.2 million in graduate 

student support. Larson is pictured with Mrs. Caroline 

H. Royster at the Carolina Inn celebration. The Royster 

Society of Fellows, The Graduate School’s preeminent 

fellowship program, was endowed by Dr. and Mrs. 

Thomas S. Royster.

HAROLD GLASS: Returning to Mentor

Harold Glass has lived and worked all over the 
world, but UNC-Chapel Hill remains an import-
ant part of his life. He received his doctorate in 
political science from Carolina, and his experi-
ences in Chapel Hill left a lasting impression. 
“A person, if fortunate, goes through three 
key periods in their life: They learn, they earn 
and they return. As I entered the third phase 
I was asked to join the Graduate Education 
Advancement Board, which I agreed to do 
without hesitation.” Glass says he has been 
fortunate to meet many graduate students 
through his membership on the GEAB. “That I 
was able in some way to help them understand 
what lay before them—at least, how I had 

negotiated that path—was of great reward 
to me. That I was able to help financially so 
that they could focus on their own graduate 
education was equally rewarding.” Glass is 
Dean’s Professor within Mayes College at the 
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia. He 
and his wife, Holly, have created 32 Summer 
Research Fellowships during the past five years. 
The Glasses also provided a gift enabling The 
Graduate School to establish the Harold J. 
Glass USAF Faculty Mentor/Graduate Fellow 
Distinguished Term Professorship, named for 
Harold Glass’ father, which also includes a 
graduate fellowship for a student chosen by 
the professor.
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